BETWEEN H&BERTISTS AND DANTONISTS
battle, while having to maintain himself on the bridge
against an attack from a number of the crew (among
whom at the same time a fight has broken out which he
is trying to quell) and hindering stowaways from boring
holes in the hull of the vessel That under such circum-
stances he was able to remain master of the ship and
steer it to victory, is no mean feat of statesmanship.
Philippeaux published a pamphlet attacking the
Committee's policy in the Vendee, at a time when that
policy was about to be crowned with success. Fabre
d'Eglantine got the Convention to vote the arrest of
some of the Committee's most important agents. Bour-
don (of the Oise) almost succeeded in upsetting the
government by securing a vote for the renewal of both
Committees, which it was intended to pack with Dan-
tonists. When this move failed, he and Danton sought
to cripple the Committee by making it incumbent upon
it to secure the consent of the Convention for each sepa-
rate expenditure! This would effectively have paralysed
all war operations had not the Committee simply
ignored the order. Against all this mining and in-
triguing Robespierre's clever political manoeuvring
might not have prevailed had not victories come to
strengthen the Committee's position. But for the re-
capture of Toulon, the government probably would
have fallen. "They want our places?" Robespierre
exclaimed bitterly. "They're welcome to them!"
With the exception of Fabre d'^glantine, Danton's
most valuable aid in this campaign was none other than
Robespierre's old friend, Camille Desmoulins.
If doubt is permissible regarding Danton's motives,
none is possible in the case of Desmoulins. Camille's
judgment was grievously at fault, his motives were
pure. He was a creature of impulse. Consider, for
example, his attitude towards the Girondins. He had
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